BELIEVE – 
THAT YOU MAY HAVE LIFE
10.  The Strengthening of Belief
Scripture:
John 13:1 – 14:14
Theme:
New life needs to be nurtured in a new community.
INTRODUCTION

With the next several chapters (13 – 17), we are entering what many commentators have regarded as the most precious part of the Gospel of John.  In the first section Jesus’ ministry was public.  Moving between Galilee, Jerusalem and Samaria, The Apostle John highlights seven miracles (or signs), records deep discussions and teachings, and then documents the response of Jesus’ hearers.  It becomes apparent that there develops a clash between belief and un-belief.  This ever growing division between those who believed in Jesus and those who would not reached its climax after the raising of Lazarus from the dead.  This section closes with Jesus’ final appeal:  “I have come into the world as a light, so that no one who believes in me should stay in darkness.”  (John 12:46)  
Now, in Chapters 13 -17, Jesus shifts His attention from the establishment and authenticating of belief to the strengthening of belief.  Jesus’ ministry shifts from being public to becoming private, turning His attentions primarily on His twelve disciples.

It is now the night before His crucifixion.  If these twelve men are to survive with their belief in Jesus in tact following the devastating events during the next few days and weeks ahead, Jesus needed to undergird them.  (frag)

However, before Jesus can instruct His disciples about Hid impending death, He has to act out a lesson in servitude.  It was during this brief time that Jesus demonstrated and taught the vision of a new community rooted in faith, in hope and in love.

I.  Lessons in Humility  
   
John 13:1-20
1. Describe the setting and mood of the disciples at this time.  Jn. 13:1; Lu. 22:24-27  What had just happened?  What was their concern?
2. From verses 1, 3 and 11, what things did Jesus know?
· In light of that knowledge, what is especially impressive about verses 4-5?

3. Realizing that this duty was normally performed by the lowest ranking servant, what does this action demonstrate?
4. Why do you think Peter became so upset with Jesus?  Jn. 13:6-10
· While Peter is thinking literally washing his feet, what do you think Jesus meant by His statement?  Jn. 13:8, 10
5. What do you suppose is the point of Jesus’ demonstration of washing the disciple’s feet?  Jn. 13:13-17; Lu. 9:23-24; Phil. 2:3-4; I Pet. 5:2-5
· What impressed you most about this story?
II.  Love Betrayed and Reaffirmed
 
John 13:21-35
1. In theses verses Jesus takes the opportunity to predict His betrayal.  How would this prediction benefit the disciples later and strengthen their faith?  Jn. 13:19
2. Do the disciples have any suspicion about Jesus?    Jn. 13:22, 29
· What does this tell you about Jesus in the way He treated Judas?  Jn. 2:25
· If you knew that a friend was going to betray you, how would you respond?

3. How did Jesus disciples respond when He said one of them would betray Him?  
        Jn. 13:22
· How do we betray Jesus with our words or by our life style?

4. Is Judas to be excused or held responsible when “the devil made him do it?”  Why?      Jn.13:27; 6:70-71; 12:4-6; 13:2
5. Why do you think Jesus waited until Judas was gone to share what he does in John 13:31-33?
· To what event is Jesus referring and will it glorify God?  Jn. 13:16; 10:18; Isa. 63:6; Gal. 3:13

6. Compare John 13:34 with Leviticus 19:18.  Since they both command us to love one another, what makes Jesus’ command new?
· Why would that kind of love convince all humanity we are Jesus’ disciples?

7. From what you read of Peter in John 13:6-9 and in 13:36-37, what type of person do you think he is?  Lu. 19:61-62

· How would you compare your ‘good intentions’ with that of Peter’s?

III.  Hope Secured on Promises 
  
John 14:1-14
1. Compare the questions of Peter, Thomas, and Phillip.  Jn. 13:36; 14:5; 14:8  What issues were they struggling with?
· To find comfort and hope, what did Jesus tell them to do?  Jn. 14:1
2.
What things did Jesus promise He would do that the disciples needed to believe?           Jn. 14:2-3
· How many times does the word ‘believe’ occur in John 14:1-12?  What does this tell you?

3. Carefully read John 14:6-7.  Explain what Jesus wants all His disciples to know and believe?  (What does it mean that Jesus is the way, truth, etc.)
4. What profound claim is Jesus making in John 14:9-11?
5. Because Jesus is going to the Father, what further promises does He make to His disciples?  Jn. 14:12-14
· What greater things are we doing today?

· Do you think that Jesus is giving us a ‘blank check’ promise in prayer?  I Jn. 5:14-15

APPLICATION
What new thing did you learn about being a follower of Jesus?
What has the Holy Spirit revealed about your love for Jesus?

How did Jesus’ Word give you comfort in your times of trouble?
JOY Bible Study
The Gospel of John
Dr. Stephen P. Struikmans


